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such is the bent of the book to narrow and to degrade the heart,
that if such maxims were as catching and infectious as those of
a licentious cast, which happily is not the case, had I been living
at that time, I certainly should have recommended to the Grand
Jury of Middlesex, who presented the Fable of the Bees, to have
presented this book of Defoe's in preference, as of a far more vile
and debasing tendency.    I will give one specimen of his advice to
the young Tradesman on the Government of his Temper.    " The
retail tradesman in especial,   and  even   every tradesman in  his
station, must furnish himself with a competent stock of patience ;
I mean that sort of patience which is needful to bear with all sorts of
impertinence, and the most provoking cariosity that it is impossible
to imagine the buyers, even the worst of them, are or can be guilty
of.   A tradesman behind his counter must have no flesh and
blood about him, no passions, no resentment; he must never be
angry, no not so much as seem to be so, if a customer tumbles him
five hundred pounds worth of goods, and scarce bids money for any
thing; nay, though they really come to his shop with no intent to
buy, as many do, only to see what is to be sold, and though he
knows they cannot be better pleased, than they are, at some other
shop where they intend to buy, 'tis all one, the tradesman must
take it, he must place it to the account of his calling, that 'tis his
business to be ill used and resent nothing; and so must answer
as obligingly to those that give him an hour or two's trouble and
buy nothing, as he does to those who in half the time lay out ten
or twenty pounds.    The case is plain, and if some do give him
trouble and do not buy, others make amends and do buy; and
as for the trouble, 'tis the business of the shop."    Here follows a
most admirable story of a mercer who, by his indefatigable mean-
ness and more than Socratic patience under affronts, overcame and
reconciled a lady, who upon the report of another lady that he had
behaved saucily to some third lady, had determined to shun his
shop, but by the over-persuasions of a fourth lady was induced to
go to it; which she does, declaring before hand that she will buy
nothing, but give him all the trouble she can.    Her attack and his
defence, her insolence and his persevering patience, are described in
colours worthy of a Mandeville; but it is too long to recite.    " The
short inference from this long discourse (says he) is this, that here
you see, and I could give you many examples like this, how and in
what manner a shop-keeper is to behave himself in the way of his
business; what impertinences, what taunts, flouts, and ridiculous
things, he must bear in his trade, and must not shew the least
return, or the least signal of disgust: he must have no passions, no
fire in his temper ; he must be all soft and smooth ; nay, if his real
temper be naturally fiery and hot, he must shew none of it in his